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a ae 
II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 22nd July, says that the murder soapwax sannvan: 
Murder and robbery in the district which was recently committed at Kenguri, July 22nd, 1890 
{Burdwan within the jurisdiction of the Ketagram thana, 
still remains undetected. The District Superintendent of Police, Burdwan, 
should enquire into the case. | 
About two weeks ago, Baboo Brajendra Kumar Choudhuri of Gomai, 
, village within the jurisdiction of the same thana, was attacked and wounded 
hy robbers 10 broad daylight, and the police has up to this time not been 
able to detect the culprits. The authorities should enquire into these two 


cases. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


9. The Samaya, of the Ist August, thanks Mr. Justice Wilson for Semara 


i . his having decided in the case of Hari Mohan Avg. 1st, 1390. 
sispscecmummnumuisceos Maiti gles accordance with the law and 
without any reference whatever to religious and social questions. 
8. The same paper says that tine indigo disputes in the district of Samara 
Mr. Moore's administration of dessore have not yet been put an end to, nor 
jestice in the indigo sub-divisions. is there any chance that they will be put an 
end tosoon. Some say that the Lieutenant-Governor is secretly encourag- 
ing the indigo disturbances, and that but for his encouragement those 
disturbances would have been over long ago. The writer cannot say whether 
or not there is any truth in this statement. But if there be any truth in it, 
the reputation of Sir Steuart Bayley will certainly suffer. Every one 
thought that with the transfer of Mr. Luson the disturbances in the sub- 
divisions of Jhenidah and Magura would be over, but, instead of that, the 
disturbances have increased since Mr. Luson’s transfer. Mr. Moore, the 
present Joint-Magistrate of Magura, is only Mr. Luson in another shape, 
and is sending ryots to jail in crowds. He isalso trying to impoverish them by 
heavy fines. With him what the indigo-planters say is gospel truth. 
In his eyes the ryots are the root of all mischief and the planters are honest and 
dharma incarnate. As he disposes of the cases against the ryots summarily, 
the latter are often prevented from appealing to the higher Courts. And 
whenever they find it practicable to appeal against his decisions, the latter 
are in most cases more or less modified. This fact is sufficient to throw 
suspicion on Mr. Moore’s manner of administering justice. Considering 
the fact that the highest officials of Government are in favour of the 
indigo-planters, the writer has no hopes of seeing the indigo disturbances 
put down without delay. Mr. Smith, Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division, recently visited Jessore and saw the condition of the people with 
his own eyes. But as he is a very weak man, he will not be able to put an 
end tothe indigo disturbances. Mr. Iuson was censured because he used 
to mix with the planters and occasionally dined with them. But 
Mr. Moore is, in spite of all that, doing the very same thing. But why 
lame Mr. Moore alone for this? Mr. Smith, too, mixes with the planters. 
4. Referring to the case communicated to a recent issue of the Bamcssas: 
Indian Mirror by one G. D. Choudhury, the “%% 24 15% 
3 Cooke, Magistrate and Collector Bangabdsi, of the 2nd August, remarks that 
' Mr. Cooke, the Magistrate and Collector of 
Hooghly, himself appears in no way concerned for having unnecessarily 
sgraced and punished a gentleman. But is it not the Government's business 
lo see that its responsible officials are possessed of a fine sense of duty? A 
Case simnlir to the above occurred a few days back at Burdwan. 


PRaTIK4R, 
Aug. lst, 1890. 


SanJIVanyl, 
Aug. 2nd, 1890. 
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(d)— Hducation. 


5. The Pratikdr, of the 1st August, takes exception to the Univer 
Frequent change of text-books by sity’s present practice of changing text-book: 
——— every year, a practice which does great bie 


6. The Sanjtvant, of the 2nd August, gives the following :— 
. When the walls of the Ravenshaw Col}. e 
beats Cuttack Havenshaw College hostel in Cuttack were in a dilapidated A 
tion some time ago, the public used the hostel 
compound as a thoroughfare for going to the river to bathe. And when the 
walls were repaired, some women of bad character still continued their old 
practice of going to the river through the hostel premises. The obscene 
songs of these women having interfered with their studies, the resident students 
of the hostel represented the matter to the Principal, Mr. Ager, and got 
from him an order requiring the gate-keeper to keep the hostel gates always 
closed, and not to open them except at the request of the students. But the 
menials of Baboo Abinash Chandra Chatterjee, a Professor of the College, 
finding that the practice of keeping the hostel gates closed prevented them 
from taking a short cut to the river, complained to Abinash Baboo, who 
thereupon called for an explanation from the students. On the students pro. 
ducing the order of the Principal, Abinash Baboo sid that the order did not 
mean that the gates were to be kept closed against the public even in the hottest 
month of the year, and that he did not believe that women of bad character 
still passed through the hostel premises. On the students refusing to comply 
with his request, he conceived a grudge against them. There was another 
circumstance which increased the Professor’s ill-feeling towards the 
students. The Professor wanted to employ the durwan of the hostel on 
menial work of his own during the day, sending bim back to the hostel at 
night only to sleep, and to this the students objected. 

At about 8 p.m. on the evening of the 26th April last, when the gates 
of the hostel had been closed, the students heard a noise in the hostel com- 
pound, and on coming out in a body found two public women in an intori- 
cated condition making a row. Two of the students, Sri Krishna Maha- 
patra and Jogendra Chandra Mitra, went to Baboo Abinash Chandra Chat- 
terji in order to call him in to see if it was not a fact that prostitutes were 
still in the habit of passing through the hostel compound. Baboo Abinash 
Chandra came and saw the prostitutes there, but said that it was his belief 
that the students themselves had brought in and detained the women there. 
And it is probable that he did not fail to communicate his belief to the 
Principal with the view of poisoning his mind against the students The 
students on their part represented the matter to the Principal the next 
morning, but nothing could be known of the result of their representation, 
as the College closed for the summer recess that very day, that is, the 27th 
April last. On the re-opening of the College on the 23rd June last, a circu 
lar was issued expelling the students Sri Krishna Mahapatra and Jogendra 
Chandra Mitra for “ disobedience in closing the hostel gates and confiniog 
the prostitutes within the hostel compound,” and without even giving them 
an opportunity of clearing themselves of the charges. On this the editor 
makes the following remarks :— : 

(1) When all the students residing in the hostel had taken part 10 

the occurrence of the 26th April, why were only two 0 

them singled out for punishment? Were they expelled 

because of their having called in Baboo Abinash Chaadra: 

(2) There is no evidence to show who closed the gates that evening: 

and supposing that the gates were closed by the ‘W° 
expelled students, no blame certainly attached to them for 
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so doing, as the Principal’s order requiring the gates to be 
kept closed had not been recalled. hat, then, constituted 
their “ disobedience ?” | 

(8) There is nothing to show that the prostitutes were confined 
by the students. There were two other gates open through 
which the prostitutes could have easily left the hostel com- 
pound, if they had wished to do so. 

(4) Whatever the offence of the two expelled students, they ought 
certainly to have been permitted to explain themselves. 
It was sheer inhumanity to throw them on the wide world 
at their early years without even hearing what they might 
have had to say in extenuation of their conduct, if they 
really:committed a wrong act. 

Perhaps Sir Alfred Croft does not yet fully know the circumstances 
of the case. It is therefore hoped that he will make a sifting enquiry into 
the matter. It is not likely that he will get the whule truth either from the 
od Mr. Ager or from his counsellor, Baboo Abinash Chandra Chatterji. 
The public would have the Director of Public Instruction make an enquiry 
into the matter through independent gentlemen aided by the other Professors 
of the college. 

7. The Datnsk-o-Samdchar Chandriké, of the 6th August, thus 

criticises the Statesman newspaper's advocacy 

a Col- on behalf of the Ripon College in connection 

ial with the disaffiliation of that college by the 
Syndicate of the Calcutta University :-— 

According to the Statesman, the rule regarding the percentage of 


attendance, on the strength of which the Syndicate has disaffiliated the college, . 


was not approved by the Viceroy, and was not duly notified, and it was not 
known before that the principals and professors of colleges were bound to 
act in accordance with that rule. Tne writer cannot say whether or not 
the rule was approved by the Viceroy. But this much is certain, that it is 
known to every student and every professor of a college. And if it is not 
known to the authorities of the Ripon College, they must be all men in the 
moon. The writer himself is opposed to the percentage rule, but to say that 
itis not known to the authorities of colleges, or that it is not of a binding 
character, is to say something that is not true. The writer will nevertheless 
be glad if a meeting of the Senate is called to consider the decision of the 
Syndicate ; for itis hardly desirable that the Syndicate should have unrestricted 
power. It is true that the power of the Syndicate was curtailed. The writer 
will be glad if the percentage rule is made less stringent. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Munictpal Adminestration. 


8. The Sanjtvani, of the 2nd August, says thatCalcutta is the only town — 


in Bengal which has no open recreation grounds 

are Grounds for native boys for school-boys, the maidan being far too dis- 
cutta. , , ° 

tant for native boys. Recreation is absolutely 
necessary both for the physical and for the mental welfare of boys, and yet 
tte Calcutta Municipality has never bestowed a moment’s thought on the 
subject of providing play-grounds within easy reach of the Calcutta boys, 
although its purse is always open for taking up lands for constructing roads. 
The school authorities and the townspeople should exert themselves in this 
Matter, 

The writer would in this connection point out the necessity of having 
ecreation grounds in Calcutta for native ladies too. Tbe prevalence of 
hysteria and other nervous diseases among z-nana ladies is due to their 
remaining cooped up all day and night in rooms full of impure air, and it 1s 
‘xpected that their health would considerably improve if they were provided 
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with open grounds to breathe pure air for some hours during the day, J 
should not be difficult for the Municipal authorities to do these smal} service 
to the townspeople. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


9. The Sansodhini, of the 30th July, says that a khas mehal ryot of 
Chittagong, : gentleman of position, ‘be 
Realisation of khas mehal rent in fajled to ay is rent for the Ben ali ve . 
ee Within the prescribed time, a sortihes a 
issued against him. But on his offering to pay the rent for 1296B.B, with 
the costs of certificate, the amla of the tehsildar refused acceptance, saying 
that he must also pay the cost of distress and the rent for 1297B.8, ‘,,, 
the tehsildar did him the favour to order the acceptance of the rent for the 
year 1296 B.E., together with the cost on condition of his paying the whol 
rent for 1297 B.E. within a fixed time. Now, why should a ryot be mad 
liable to pay the cost of distress simply because a certificate has been issued 
against him? And why shoulda rvot be called upon to pay the whole rent 
of the year when not even one-third of it has expired; and why, if he fails t, 
pay rent for the year that has not expired, should acceptance of the rent due 
for the year that has passed away be refused? Government is softening the 
rigours of the existing Revenue Sale law for the benefit of the zemindars ; 
and it sbould not be so harsh upon its own ryots, whose pecuniary embarrase 
ment is daily increasing, Certainly the Legisliture never meant that a ryot is 
to be made liable for the cost of distress before distress actually takes place, 
and before any expenditure on account of it has been actually incurred. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


10. Referring to the proposal of the Hast newspaper of Dacca to con- 
The Fast newspaper and the proposed Struct a tramway from Munshigunge to Siva- 
Dacea-Shivalaya Tramway. laya v¢@ Jaymandap, and not from Dacca 
direct to Shivalaya, as proposed by the Dacca District Board, the Saku, 
of the 29th July, says that this proposal of the Has¢ newspaper is not a 
novel one. It was made on two previous occasions and demolished each 
time in this paper. The route proposed in the Hast newspaper will, itis 
true, dispense with the necessity of maintaining a steamer on the Dhaleswan 
river, but the saving of about fifty thousand rupees that will be thus made 
will be more than counterbalanced by the increased expenditure that will have 
to be made in order to construct about 40 additional miles of tramway from 
Munshigunge to Dhalla. These 40 miles will cost not less than two lakhs 
of rupees at the lowest computation, and calculated on the scale which Ral 
Madhub Chandra Ray, Bahadoor, has already applied to the line from 
Baira to Dhalla, they will cost not less than three lakhs of rupees. And 
then there is the interest on these additional lakhs. 

The route through Mirpore will indeed require the construction of two 
long bridges, but the route advocated in the Zas¢ will involve the necessity of 
constructing numberless small bridges over the Taltola khal, the Kaligung?, 
the Tulsikhalsi, and several other small streams and canals. There is nothing, 
then, in this respect also to recommend the Zasé’s proposal. As regards the 
maintenance of a steamer on the Dhaleswari, the Hast, it is clear, would bot 
be able to dispense wholly even with that. Perhaps the Zas¢ means utilisi0Z 
the present steam ferry at Narayangunge for conveying passengers between 
Narayangunge and Munshiguoge. But it is doubtful whether so ginall 3 
steamer would be sufficient for the purpose of a tramwav; and the ip 
Board, too, may object to lend to the Tramway Department the services ° 
a steamer belonging to the General Department without receiving son? 
pecuniary consideration. The proposal of the Zas¢ thus falls to the grou" 
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owing to its involving a larger expenditure than will be required by the route 
roposed by the District Board. 
F The writer in the Sakés readily admits that an additional line from 
Munshigunge to Dhalla, or a steamer plying between those two places, will be 
a great boon to the residents of Bikrampore ; but the question of such a line 
or steamer should be treated only as a side issue and not as the main point 
intbe case. 
% M4 The Bangabdst, of the 2nd August, has learnt that the Baigachia = Barcaus, 
The Baigachia road in the Howrah road is one of the principal thoroughfares in 4¥s- 2nd, 1800. 
district. | the Howrah district But the road is metalled 
for only 7 or 8 miles, and the cart traffic upon it being incessant, it becomes 
almost impassable in the rainy season. Will the District Board kindly im- 
prove the condition of this road ? 
12. Acorrespondent of the Gramvdsi, of the 4th August, says that up — ranvas, 


he tics: Canal to this time the people of the districts of Ave. 4th, 1820. 

ns : Burdwan, Hooghly, and Howrah had used the 
water of the Eden Canal for cultivation purposes without any restriction. 
But since the opening of the mouth of the canal they are not being permitted 
to use the water of that canal freely. This restriction in the use of the 
canal water is causing much harm to agricultural operations. The people 
have submitted a petition to the Lieutenant-Governor on the subject, but 
nothing has yet been done in the matter. The bed of the canal is overgrown 
with jungle in many places, and by the rotting of this vegetable matter in 
the rains the water of the canal has become unfit for drinking purposes. It 


is hoped that the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor will be drawn to this 
matter. 
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(h) — General. 


13. The Sakts, of the 29th July, says that appointments in the Postal SAT, 
Two points connected with the Postal Department were originally reserved exclusively. °"” "7% 
Department. for the natives of India. But that rule has 
always remained a dead letter. And the rule requiring the appointment of 
none but pure natives of India as Postal Inspectors has also been gradually 
violated. The first attack upon this latter rule took the form of the creation 
of Railway Mail Service Assistant Superintendentships. And not satisfied 
with this, Government made a further encroachment upon this rule by 
attaching to it a foot-note to the effect that ‘ Inspectors should ordinarily be 
pure natives of India by blood as well as by birth.” It is true that no 
European has been up to the present time appointed Postal Inspector; but 
a device has been’ prepared in the word ordizarily for the appointment of 
Europeans as Pdéstal Inspectors, and who can say that Europeans will not be 
appointed to these posts in future upon the strength of this one word 
ordinarily ? 
There is another point in connection with the postal service which 
eserves notice, The guarantee fund was created with the view of doing away 
with the necessity of taking security from employés in this department. 
henever any loss or defalcation occurs, it is recouped by drawing upon this 
fund ; but there still remains a considerable surplus, and the fund is therefore 
‘coming bigger year after year. But is there any hope that the money 
thus exacted from the poor will be devoted to any good use? Again, 
though the exactions under the name of the guarantee fund are going on as 
usual, the security system has again been revived, and pecple have no chance 
or getting any employment in the postal department if they cannot give 
Security. The rule requiring security bas not yet been rigorously enforced, 


but that such leniency will be shown much longer does not appear quite 


ikely, Excellent justice this ! 


4 
y 2 
ye 
i ey, 
. 
: bd) 
LA p; 
Ee 
. 4 
' oe 
‘i 
e 
“ 
‘ 
" ’ 
ny booe 
ry # : 
4 z 
a 4 
R 
% i 
a é 
5 we 
” 3a 
we ee 
+" + 
ne 
te Bd , 
2 a 
ty 
lene’ © > 
eae "7 
- 
wre 
m. 
a. 2a . 
Ms . 
“ts 
ah ° 
“ é 
ny s. a4 
waht 
i s re 
“% » i] 
x 
a. i ; 
i: 
cer t 
2% 4 
4 
+k 4 
#, a 
s 
Re ok é 
i 
+ E 
a 
Aa 
%, 7% 
We 
wet 
tues 
~.9 
ete 
aA 
Va 
3 
wie i 
4 
- "> 
yp 
i. 3 
2.) 
e > “ 
35 
ues 
ey 
5 
Wa 
me 
ie 
Tae 
As] 
ry 
a 4 
By 
Y 
\ 
MD 
Re 
gt 
¢ 
Ra 
* 
en 
es 
as? oe 
»! »~ 
2 
9 
ye 
~~ 
4 
a 
$ 
4 
¥ 
Nee 
° 
; 
ee 
mY 
‘ j 
4 
; 
5 
i 
; 
% 
; 
5 
3 


od ae Pass Leas 


YY 
4 
% 
4 
i 
4 
a 
Z 
z 
“ 
4 
; 
fi 
¥ 
ee - ‘ 
f 
; ‘ 
t 4 
4 
a 
; ‘ 
f] 
+ is 
7 ; 
s > 4 
’ 
Le - - ; 
es rhe . 
: B'S 
* 7 a 
i ee 
. b 
$ 
aM 2 
A tee + 
Z . mt 
ae 
eee 
* r 
x eo 
as » 
: : 
ms 2 
aes 
Se 
a & 
Bo 
i x fp 
ee 
Ss +N 
vy F ’ 
Ss 
5 * & 
® a4 
4 fee 
¥ ‘‘’, : 
a 
¥ & 
ae, a 
| 0) 
} Pt? ae a. 
Paks 
BE ey 
> AES 
ae os 
: ae 
+3 oP Sh 
~ ae hen: 
«os 
ate, 3 Sa 
0 eS ae 
tik 
mo Mes 
’ 
te 2 
ft 
J ¥ 
3 & 
. Syay : 
ae 
‘Bee 
¥ Me , 
 y i 3 
Be eh 
Bee ies 
my ' ~ 
ye Ay? 
a .. 2 
= ae 
Se “se 
: 
x’, 
“2 Gr 
Bas ge 
ee 
‘ > ey ’ 
i hae 
mr > Sieg 
e 
Bk ts ¢ 
yr Sue 
ae be 
= 
% 
By ak 
\ 
Se 
Bai ba 
‘ line 5 
ay 
we he 
a ss 
termes 
By $ 
Sey 
oy , 4 73 
s. a, 
Pe See a, 
oa. ¢ oa 
a4 
®. 
St 
si 
tee 
a b 
A 5 
ret 
ape 
totem Be 
ssa, OF 
bee 
ie. Or ee 
Sp io 
Cie. 
+ 
& 
ey 
a 
4 
aN f 
4 
wy 
ae 
Sa 
bm 
a4 
se 
a4 
mE 
‘j 
Sf 
“e 
Se 
4 
£3 
& 
poh 
“£ 
§ 
‘y 
~t 
he 
2 
if 
ue 
i 
ee 
ees x 
Se os 
© pais «= 
, ee 
4 . 
: hectares 
war. 2 
4 =, 
( ‘7 
4 ak 
a “ 
. cee 
i. ae 
e “Sat 
« 
, ‘e a 
wt  . 
a Ie 
. i293 
hac ae 
a2 , , 
a Be } 
2 cs. 
“wn hy 
Me. Cam 
4 : 24 
: mae 
ane Bre 
oa y 
ha. 2 Wa 
ih “Ri 
— Ps ol 
yar t “S 
Ba ® 
4 ane 
1s ba 
rs 


Bs ST 2 + “y : ae a , nae 

4 TEN ae) OMe eee Se 0 en. 
spies ‘ vg be ae Ages Reet os 
fart Ce ey “eee , " e. 1 iets 


SURABHI-0-PaTaKA, 
Aug. lst, 1890. 


SaMAYA 
Aug, lst, 1890. 


SANJIVANT, 
Aug. 2nd, 1890. 


BANGABASI, 
Aug, 2nd, 1890. 


SoM PRAKASH, 
Auy. 4th, 1890, 


( 744 ) 


14, The Surabhi-o-Patékd, of the 1st August, cannot approve of the 
Englishman newspaper’s proposal that, in 


income. vi 
The income-tax and the salt duty eB approaching fall in the er : 
change, Government should abolish the income-tax. The general opinion 


of the country is against the abolition of that tax. All complaint op the 
score of that tax may be removed by assessing that tax in the way in which 
it is assessed in England. On the other hand, as the duty on salt presses ye 
much on the poor, the Government should reduce that duty in consideration 
of the approaching improvement in its finances. 

15. The Samaya, of the Ist August, says that not only Mr. Beadon 
has been promoted for having ordered the (de. 
molition of the temple in Durbhunga, but his 
Assistant, Mr. Ahmed, Statutory Civilian, has 
also been promoted for having assisted his chief in that act. Mr, Ahmed has 
been a Magistrate only for eight years, and though there are many senior 
and abler officers in the service, still Government has overlooked thei 
claims and made him District and Sessions Judge. It is the late Vice. 
Chairman of the Durbhunga Municipality who now remains to be rewarded, 
and he would have been rewarded if he had been a Government servant. 
Probably his services will be recognised by conferring a title of honour upon 
him at the next distribution, The Lieutenant-Governor is makiog a sony 
exhibition of himself at the close of his career. | 

16. The Sanjtvanz, of the 2nd August, says that Government has, 

7 in view of the balance sheet showing a sur. 
anne eroposed reduction of the plus at the end of the current year, proposed 
uty. , 
to reduce the salt duty by eight annas per 
maund. But the European community is opposed to this reduction.- They 
want the repeal of the income-tax, though it is the only tax to which 
Europeans in this country are subject. They feel even this to be a burden, 
and what they desire is that they should take away India’s vast wealth in 
various shapes and enjoy every luxury here without paying a pice towards the 
expenses of the government of the country, Few, indeed, have eyes to 
see the misery of the poor, whom the reduction of the salt duty will bene- 
fit in a special measure. A similar reduction of the salt duty in the time 
of Lord Ripon was hailed by the poorer classes with joy, and the enhance- 
ment of that duty under Lord Dufferin threw them into wailing. It 1s 
seldom that they make their grievances known to the authorities, but it 1s, 
nevertheless, Government's duty to make their meals a little more palat- 
able by enabling them to add to the same a few more pinches of salt. 

17. Tne Bangabdst, of the 2nd August, asks if Government had any 

oe end to serve by promoting Mr. Ahmed to 4 

District er Ai Mr. Ahmed to@ istrict Judgeship so soon after his disgrace 
in the Durbhunya affair. Has Government 

resorted to this course with the view of widening the gulf of jealousy 
between Hindus and Mussulmans by inflicting a mortification on the Hindus 
and conferring a boon on the Mahomedans in one and the same act! 
Whether Government intended this or not, Mr. Ahmed’s promotion has 
had the effect of making men think that it had this intention. Speakiog 
for himself, the writer cannot but suspect the existence of some motive of 
this kind in the mind of Government. 

18. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 4th August, 1 

t of Babu 
Babu Amrita Lal Bose and Babu taking exception to the appolntmen ° 
Magica in Barwct"= “S™emy Amrita Lal Bose and Babu, Behat! oo 
os Mitra as Honorary Magistrates in the Barase 
sub-division of the 24-Perzunnahs district, observes as follows :— 
C Babu Amrita Lal Bose formerly served in a Government office from 
which he was eventually turned out. He then became the Vice-Chammat 


The promotion of Mr. Ahmed, Sta-. 
tutory Vivilian. 
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of the Baraset Municipality and was guilty of embezzling municipal money 
‘a that capacity. But Babu Kali Prasanna Sirkar, who was then the Chair- 
man of the Municipality, hushed up the affair. Amrita Babu is also largely 
‘a debt and his dwelling-house was sold by auction the other day. Such a 
man is certainly not fit to be an Honorary Magistrate. 


Babu Behari Lal Mitra has no education of any kind, and is, therefore, 
unfit to be made an Honorary Magistrate. 


19. The Gramvdsi, of the 4th August, says that though a post-office 

i: siiteit sanaialid has been opened at Syampore-Sasati in the 

re Uluberia sub-division of the district of Howrah, 

still the letters of that office are distributed by the peon of the Syam- 

pore post-office. And as this peon has to travel nine or ten miles for the 

purpose, the distribution of letters by him has necessarily become irregular. 

Orders should therefore be given for distributing letters direct from Sasati 
post-office. 


Il].—Lrats ative. 


20. The Sahachar, of the 20th July, makes 
the following observations on the North- 
Western Provinces Village Sanitation Bill :— 

The Bill empowers Magistrates to levy a tax on villages which stand in 
need of sanitary improvement. But how is a Magistrate to know that a 
particular village stands in need of such improvement? 

Considering the fact that the grievances of the people never reach the 
ears of Government in time, the probabilities are that the Magistrate will 
never learn of the insanitary condition of a remote village until some virulent 
disease has made its appearance and done its havoc among the villagers. 
And how many people shall there be then in the village able to pay the tax 
which the Magistrate will impose ? The question next arises—How shall the 
tax be assessed P If it is assessed with the object of creating a fund which 
will be sufficient to meet the sanitary wants of the people, its incidence will 
be too heavy for the people to bear. If, on the other hand, the assessment 
of the tax be regulated by the pecuniary condition of the people upon whom 
it is assessed, the proceeds of the tax will fall far short of the money that 
will be required for sanitary improvement. The intention of Government 
is no doubt good, but the*imposition of a tax for sanitary improvement will 
cause much hardship to people and spread discontent in the country. The 


people who cannot get food to eat will never appreciate improved drainage 
or good drinking water. 


The North-Western Provinces 
Village Sanitation Bill. 


21. The same paper refers to the case of 
Hari Mohan Maiti, and observes as follows :— 
Though cases of death like that of Fulmani are few in number and are 
often hushed up, still there is no denying that premature cohabitation is 
attended with danger. It is also a fact that many girls are compelled by 
their female relations to cohabit with their husbands before'the proper time. 
The writer therefore repeats his statement that the age of consent should be 
raised to fourteen. As the health of the Bengalis depends in a great measure 
on the health of their women, it is very necessary that the age limit of consent 
should he so raised. ae 
22. The Sanjivant, of the 2nd August, says that though early marriage 
is a most pernicious custom of the Hindus, 
- yet it would not be wise to abolish it by legise 
lative enactment. What is wanted is that the Legislature should step in to 
prevent cirls of immature age from being forced to cobabit with their 
usbands, No new legislation is proposed, nor is any new provision wanted 
to be inserted in the Indian Penal Code. - Only a slight change in one of 
the barbarous provisions of that Code is thought advisable for the sake of 


The age of consent. 


The age of consent, 
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humanity. And can anybody object to this? He must ¢ 
something else than a human being who should oppose such an amendment 
of the Penal Code as this, According to modern medical opinion anq the 
ancient medical science of the Hindus, the girls of this country qj not 
become fit to cohabit with their husbands before the age of fourteen. ht 
only modern custom that ignores this principle, and has thereby plunged the 
sex in this country in a world of misery. The law already forbids cobs}. 
tation with wives under ten years of age, and it would not be too much t 
ask the Legislature to make the small addition of four years to ten. | 
Dacca Gazette, 28. The Dacca Gazeite, of the 4th August, says that there can be no 
> | objection to the Legislature raising the av 
C Rg age of consent under the Penal of consent under section 375 of the Penal 
0. 


Code from ten to fourteen years. 


Crtainly he 


! 
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V.—ProsPects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


BaNaaBast, 94. The Bangabdst, of the 2nd August, says that its special corre. 
Aug. 2nd, 1890. | a oe been unable to bear the sight 
The conlition of the villages flooded of the dai increasing misery of the people of 
x, Aaaisistimecre the hesiad divans of Suskien, hee ‘leh the 
place. The people in their utter destitution look simply dumb-founded, 
The flood of the 24th July last, though not so terrible as the first, committed 
fearful ‘havoc, all the villages with the adjoining lands having been under 
water from the 24th to the 28th. 
Rice is being distributed regularly every day from the house of Babu 
Madhab Chandra Basu of Bergram; but the number of applicants for rice is 
rapidly increasing. The later floods have prevented boys and girls from 
coming for succour, for they are in danger of being drowned in the act of 
swimming. About 750 persons are now receiving rice every day, but more 
funds are necessary. The Deputy Collector stayed at the place for ten 
days, and was very much moved by-the distress he saw. When leaving the 
place, he paid two rupees from his own pocket for the relief of the poor 


people, and expressed his regret that, as he had not more money with bin, 
he was unable to make a larger contribution. 


VI.—MIscELLANeovs. 


BURDWAN SaNJIVANT, 25. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 22nd July, thinks that if Govern- 


July Sind, 1500, | ment offers a reward for the best essay on 
ee ee the subject of preventing the floods of the 

Damodar, some way out of the difficulty may be even now discovered. 
gee gy 26. Lhe Uluberia Darpan, of the 30th July, says that there is 20 
3 as arrangement for supplying food and drinking 
date teed at Uluberia inthe water to cattle impounded in the Uluberis 
pound. The keeper of that pound allows 
cattle belonging to the person in whose house he resides to roam at pleasure, 
and sets them free if they are brought by any one to be impounded, ‘These 
cattle do great mischief to the shopkeepers of the place. It is hoped that 

ne the Deputy Magistrate of Uluberia will look to the matter. 


Aug. 1st, 1890. 27. The Samaya, of the lst August, critises and condemns the report 
The Hridayanarsyan enquiry. of the Commissioner of Cawnpore in the 
'  _Hridayanarayan case, und observes ® 
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follows :-— 


_ The writer has been watching the conduct of Mr. Harrington from the 
beginning. And as he himself said that Mr. Harrington would not be able 
to decide the case impartially, it is not in him to blame that officer for 
what he has done in this case. But he must blame Sir Auckland Oolva 
for having appointed Mr. Harrington to enquire into the Hridayanarsy™ 


vern- 
y on 


the 


ig 00 
king 
\beria 


slows: 
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These 
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ease. Under Sir Auckland the North-Western Provinces are certainly in 
3 deplorable condition. Lord Lansdowne should take notice of this case. 
98, The Jessore correspondent of the Sudhakar, of the lst August, 
rhe editors of the Amrita Basar SAY8 that Babu Hemanta Kumar Ghosh, a 
Patrika. brother of the editor of the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika, lately made use of some misrepresentations in order to induce some 
Mussulman ryots of their zemindari in the Jessore district to sign a docu- 
ment connected, most probably, with the Congress. Another proof of the 
highmindedness of the two brothers will be found in the fact that they took 
to task a Mahomedan ryot of theirs for taking in the Sudhdékar newspaper, 
although the man told them that he could not help it, as the paper was sent 
to him gratis. Where there is such noblemindedness, India’s deliverance 
is certain. 


29. 
The Durga Puja holidays. 


The Surabhi-o-Patdka, of the lst August, has the followin 
: the subject of the Durga Puja _holi- 
ays :— 

There was a time when Englishmen in India, being few in number, felt 
their isolation, and were therefore in a manner compelled to sympathise with 
the natives of the country. But their number has now greatly increased, and 
while living here they feel themselves almost at home, surrounded by friends 
ond relations. 
their unfortunate native subjects. The English are a nation of merchants, 
and they come out to this country for the purpose of making money, and 
they are certainly not men who could be expected to think favourably of 
the holidays of the Indian people. It is the duty of the Government, 
however, to look to the comfort and happiness of the whole Indian people 
and of its own employés. But unfortunately for the people, Government 
has, since the Ilbert Bill controversy, ceased to look upon them with favour. 
I; has, in the present matter, consulted the interests only of the European 
merchants and shop-keepers. Poor native clerks, mohurirs and sarkars have 


now no hopes left. They should therefore now pray to the god Mahadeva 


to charge the minds of their rulers. 
30. The Bangabdst, of the 2nd August, says that the visible effects 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s tour. a ; ° - 
serve Only to puzzle the public mind in ascer- 


taining the real motive underlying these yearly excursions. Expenditure of 
money, profuse use of words of mouth, overflowing expression of lip-loyalty, 
the rush of equipages, police overstrictness—these are the only’ visible 
elects of His Honour’s tours. What His Honour himself goes to see and 
what he actually sees—that, perhaps, is not known to the general public. 

_ It is nevertheless certain that His Honour does not go round the country 
in order to see the condition.of his subjects. It is simply impossible for His 
Honour to learn the condition of his people, travelling as he does, sur- 
rounded by courtiers and counsellers, in a covered railway carriage, running 
at the enormously hurried rate of twenty or thirty miles an hoar, or in 
a steamer which keeps itself too near the middle of a stream to enable the 
men and things on either bank to be seen. Tis is not the way to observe 
the condition of a people. It is therefore certain that His Honour does not 
80 about with the view of seeing. Does he, then, go about with his follow- 
ing 1n order to show to the people the embodiment in himself of that royalty 
wich keeps two hundred and fifty millions of Indian people in awe of 
British Majesty ? If so, this tour is a thing that ought to be done. 

__ The writer was present in Burdwan on the occasion of His Honour’s 
"sit to that town. The Burdwan Sanjtcant newspaper came out that day 
0 gold, and to hide everything unpleasant, it left out even its notice to its 
subscribers drawing their attention to its pecuniary difficulties. ‘Tne town 
Wslf wore quite a noliday appearance, and the townsmen themselves were 


hey have now consequently no time to sympathise with: 


of the Lieutenant-Governor’s annual tours. 


SUDHAKAR, 
Aug, let, 1890. 


SURABHI-0-PATAKA, 
Aug. Ist, 1890. 


BANGABA&SI, 
Aug. 2nd, 1&¢°. 
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merry beyond measure, as if no floods had occurred in the district, as if no 
one there knew of the misery that floods had done to the thousands and thon. 
sands. And that, indeed, was a sight that bore proud testimony to ihe 
services that self-government is ding to the people—the sight of a half-filleg 
stagnant pond covered with a bamboo platform, on which lay a thin layer 
of earth, making the ugly thing look like solid ground! The deception, of 
course, succeeded extremely well, and His Honour went away pleased with 
the working of the Burdwan Municipality! But all this matters little 
For the real object of these visits is to make the people feel what royalty jg 
and not to observe their real condition. Verily, the Lieutenant-Governo, 
means, by these tours, not to see, but to be seen; not to see, but to show, 


BANOABAST, 31. The same paper says that a handful of Babus and a lot of school- 
teu onenaeitins The fuss about Babu Surendranath boys are making a great fuss on the score of 
Banerji. Surendranath Banerji. But no one should 
think that the neise they are making reaches to the furthest extremities of 
the world or even to the remotest parts of the province of Bengal. The 
noise, indeed, does not travel beyond some nooks and corners of this very 
small city of Calcutta. Tne newspaper-reading public are, indeed, apt to 
attach undue importance to this affair, but the vast majority of the people know 
absolutely nothing about it; they have never even heard of the existence of a 
being called Surendranath Banerji. The few among them that have heard 
his name mentioned do. not know whether he now lives on earth, in heaven, 
or in hell; whether he is now in India, in England, or upon the vast ocean, 
But the writer must, perforce, admit with a mixed feeling of shame, sorrow, 
and disgust that Surendranath Banerji and his pet scheme are made much 
of in certain insignificant quarters of Calcutta. The movement cannot fail 
to awaken similar feelings in the mind of every true Indian, seeing how it 
is exposing the worthlessness of the agitation before foreigners. 

The Babus are now consoling themselves by saying that though 
Surendranath Fanerji has not been able to effect India’s deliverance, he 
has yet brought hopeful tidings from England, and that the courage he has 
shown by twice crossing the seas is a thing that contains promise of success. 
No one wishes to disiurb the Babus in this complacent belief of theirs, for 
‘it is no use trying to cure a lunatic. The writer only wishes it to be clearly 
understood that the great mass of the people do not share this belief of the 
Babus and have nothing to do with this movement. It is necessary to say 
this in order to save the people’s reputation for good sense. It should also 
be stated that ninety per cent. of the Babus themselves are quite innocent 
of the Congress. These ninety per cent. may be grave offenders on the score 
of Babuism, but they are perfectly blameless on the score of the Congress. 


There is not a grain of honesty or sincerity anywhere in or about the 
congress movement. What its supporters do to make it look big is to hold 
jolly meetings of friends in different parts of the. country and immediately to 
wire to the press that grand meetings of thousands of people have been held. 
They are also very loud in their representation of the people’s demands to tue 
rulers, but can they truly say what even their next-door neighbours demand ? 
They have been detected lying more than once, but, utterly shameless as they 
are, they care very little for such detection. 


32. The Sanjivani, of the 2nd August, says that the Hindu Patrwl 

The lLieutenant-Governor and the has learned from a reliable source pial 
Jonsore ryote. Mr. Moore, the present Jvint-Magistrate ° 
Magura and Jhenidah, has cast even Mr. Luson into the shade, At te 
instigation of tie planters, Mr. Moore is punishing the ryots wholesale with 
imprisonment or fine. The villages in the Magura sub-division are very 
nearly depopulated—the men being sent to prison, and the women 

children being on the brink of the grave for want of sustenance. 
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People had expected that good would result from Mr. Smith’s visit to 
‘hose parts, but they have been disappointed, and their only hope now 
ests with the Lieutenant-Governor. His Honour is doing his utmost to 
remove the grievances of the tea-plantation coolies, and he has exerted himself 
energetically to put down the Kol disturbance. But how is it that he is so 
apathetic about the poor oppressed ryots of Magura living within a few 
miles of his own capital? How is it that the repeated representations of 
the press about these ryots have failed to evoke his eympathy on their behalf? 
Js it that his sympathy with the coolies of the tea-plantations and with the 
oppressed ryots of Chota Nagpore was not spontaneous, but the effect of 
‘nfluences exercised upon bim by Sir John Edgar and the missionaries 
respectively ? Have the miseries of the ryots of Magura and Jhenidah 
failed to attract his notice because they have no notable man to plead their 
cause before him? What a pity that the wails of the poor royts themselves 
and the representations of the press have failed to win the ears of a ruler who 
‘s s0 well known for kindliness of heart! The conduct of Sir Steuart Bayley 
has really grieved his subjects. He is now making his annual tour, and will he 
not consider this the most fitting opportunity of paying a visit to these sub- 
divisions ? In conclusion, the writer calls upon Mr. Cotton—the author of 
“New India” and follower of Comte—to relieve human distress by plead- 
ing the cause of the Jessore ryots before the Lieutenant-Governor. 

The Dacca Gazette, of the 4th August, has the following :— : 
83. Is it really the Indians themselves that are to blame for their own 


The cause of the present poverty of poverty? ‘The Anglo-Indian press says that — 


the Indians. the present poverty of the people of India is 
due to their own indolence and want of enterprise. The writers in that press 
often express themselves to the effect that, living as they do under the 
beneficent English rule, they would not now have been complaining of 
scarcity and famine.if they had been a little more bold and active. But 
the writers in the native press say and think otherwise. They say that the 
Indians have not yet lost all their vitality as the Kuropeans say they have, 
and that their present degraded and destitute condition is the result of the 
system of government under which they now live. Itis England’s policy in 
I:dia—the policy that looks so sweet and alluring—that is denuding the 
country of its substance and threatenssoon to convert the land that is the 
mother of riches into a veritable beggar. 

And it is the native press that tells the truth. Anglo-Indian writers 
should know that so far back as the time when their own ancestors were 
barbariaus, living in woods and forests, the Indians enjoyed world-wide 
fame for thcir ingenuity in inventions and for their extensive commerce. 
The dull Anglo-Indian fails to see that the present degradation of the Indian 
people is due solely to the system of government under which they now live. 
Jet the Indians be placed on the same footing as the Europeans in this 
country, let them enjoy the fruits of their own labour, and let them be 
adt quately remunerated for their labour, and they will no longer be inert 
and inactive as dead stock and stone, or go about begging from door to door 
for very livelihood, but will spread the fame of their country far and wide 
‘3 IN ancient times. Addressing Englishmen, the writer next expresses 
limself thus:—** You are the lions of Great Britain, and your sole aim is 
to get the lion’s share of India’s wealth without stirring an inch from your 
hearths and homes, and your sovereign power has enabled you to bring 
under your own control the whole of India’s wealth. And is the poor 
Indian to blame for this? And should the poverty-stricken Indian be 
blamed for the wailings that rise to-day from every Indian home ?” 

34. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 4th August, says that 
_ A charitable dispensary at Mandalai, the district of Hooghly is a hot-bed of malaria, 
“ihe Gstrict of Hooghly. which breaks out there every year after the rains. 
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And as there are no charitable dispensaries at Mandalai and the villages ne 
it, the people of those villages suffer great inconvenience, Government 
should therefore give effect to the will of the late Dr. Bhola Nath Bas 
and establish a charitable dispensary at Mandala. It is also hoped that 
Baba Isan Chandra Mukerji, who was a great friend of the late Doctor vill 
make over the property left by him to Government in order that his las, 
wish may be given effect to. 
85. The same paper is astonished to learn that the managers of the 
The National kagoeay Fund and the National Leprosy Fund contemplate paying 
Lady Lansdowne Fund £1,000 from that fund to the Lady Lang. 
downe Fund. It there any connection between the two funds? If there js 
not, it will be certainly improper for the managers of the Leprosy Fund to 
give away the proceeds of their fund to that of Lady Lansdowne. 
86. The same paper says that cases like that of Hati Mohan Maiti are 
very rare, and that the custom of early marriage 
is by no means responsible for such cases, 

Such being tire case, the agitation got up by some of the writer’s contempo- 
raries for increasing the age of consent must be pronounced to be unjustifiable, 
It is certainly very unreasonable to ask Government to change a social 
custom on the strength of an individual case like. that of Hari Mohan’s, 

37, The same paper disapproves of Mrs. Hayes’ proposal to establish a 
separate asylum for European lepers. The 
number of European lepers is very small, and 
they are properly taken care of in the leper asylum in Amherst Street. That 
asylum is under the management of the District Charitable Society, and no 
one who has visited it have ever taken exception to that management, 
Such being the case, it is very unreasonable for Mrs. Hayes to ask the District 
Charitable Society to spend money for a separate leper asylum for European 
lepers. And considering that the proposed asylum is intended only: for 
Kuropean lepers, no Hindu or Mahomedan gentleman ought to give sub- 
scriptions in behalf of her proposal. Let them all do their best to have one 
leper asylum for all classes of people as a memorial of Prince Albert Victor's 
visit to India. If Mrs. Hayes wants to havea separate asylum for European 
lepers, European gentlemen alone ought to help her with money. 

88. The Dainik-o-Saméchdr Chandrtkd, of the 6th August, has the 

Agitation for tho abolition of early following on the subject of the abolition of 
marriage. early marriage among Hindus :— 

_ The Sastras prove conclusively that early marriage is the best form of 
Hindu marriage, and any attempt on the part of Englishmen to deal a 
a blow to that system will be an act of interference with the religious and 
social customs of the Hindus, and will therefore deeply wound Hindu feeling. 
The number of Hindus in India is about 20 crores, whilst the number of 
radical and reckless social reformers among them is hardly 20 scores. Buch 
being the case, it will be neither reasonable nor politic on the part of English- 
men to pass any law which will have the effect of interfering with the social 
customs of the Hindus. There is no fixed age of puberty among girls in this 
country: with some it is ten, with others it is twelve, while with a few 1 8 
sixteen. Under these circumstances, any increase of -the age of consent will in 
& great many cases interfere with the religious custom of the Hindus, and will 
be also objected to by the Mahomedans. It is hardly proper to change & law 
in consequence of the clamour of a few Europeans and non-Hindu Babvs. 

39. The Kasipore Nivdst, of the first fortnight of the month of Sravan, 

The rumoured retirement of Sir %@Y8 that the rumour about Sir Steuart Bey ley 8 
proneet Bayley. retirement has pained the people of Beng 
The Barisal College affair has led the writer to think that Sir Steuart 16 4 
just and independent man. The people of Barisal break forta into, ne 

praises of the Lieutenant-Governor at the sight of His Honout’s portrait 1 


The age of consent, 


A leper asylum for Europeans. 
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the local English school. it is hoped that the rumour about His Honour’s 


ar | 
nt retirement will prove false. 
su : 


ASSAM PAPERS, 


40. The Silchar, of the. 21st July, is opposed to the proposal of the 
rhe establishment of the Deputy Deputy Commissioner of Silchar to change 
commissioner of Silchar. _ bis whole establishment. The men who have 
jirect monetary dealings with the public ought to be, of course, trans- 
ferred. But even io their case promotion should precede where duty has 
been discharged in a perfectly blameless manner, and before transferring 
any officer the Deputy Commissoner should. give him leave to prepare for 
the journey. | 

41. The same paper says that the 38rd Munsif of Habigunge is in 
the habit of committing zuvlwm on peons in 
connection with the registration of names. 
He is also reported to be irregular in his attendance. 


42. The same paper is a a i or ge Pe rg Boer claim 

i il dthe educated youths Of the educated youths of Sylhet to be appoint- 
of Syihet a Se sone eo those posts in the Munsifi and other 
departments of their district which are at present monopolised by foreigners. 
As Chief Commissioner of Assam, Mr. Quinton has yet done no good thing 


worth naming, and should have, therefore, granted the prayer of the educated 
youths of Sylhet. 


43, Thesame paper says that Mr. Shuttleworth, District Superintendent 

Mr. Shuttleworth, District Superine Of Police, Silchar, is even more capricious 
tendent of Police, Silchar. than Mr. Fullerton in his dealings with his 
subordinates. He has dismissed the head-constable Kailas Sarma, although 


The 3rd Munsif of Habigunge. 


the latter has been acquitted of the charge of bribery by the Assistant Commis- 
ne sioner. Why punish a man against whom no guilt bas been proved? Mr. 
g Shuttleworth is no doubt a clever man, but he is of an unsympathetic turn 
An of mind. 
44. The same paper complains of the want of good roads in Niyair- — 
he Roads within the jurisdiction of the STM; Bidupur, Baghpur, Algupur, and other 
of Sudder thana, Silchar. mouzas within the jurisdiction of the sudder 


thana. The people of the mouzas more than once applied to Government 


of for the repairs of the old Government road passing though the mouzas, 
a but nothing has yet been done in the matter. They are paying the road 
nd cess, but their complaints on the score of roads are not attended to. 

e 45. The same paper says that it is a matter of course that Mr. Colvin, 


h Mr. Colvin as Postmaster-General Who is the son of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
‘ of Bengal. the North-Western Provinces and the son-in- 
a law of Sir Steuart Bayley, should be appointed to the post of Postmaster- 

General of Bengal. All the high posts ia the post-office of Oalcutta are 
illed by the relations of big officials. 


. 46, The Paridarshak, of the 28th July, says that it is time that the 
Chief Commissioner’s proposal to create Rural 
Sub-Registrarships in Sylhet was carried into 
elect, The creation of these offices will be really beneficial to the people 
. and will increase Government revenue. But whether the proposal will be 
niven effect to or not depends entirely on the Deputy Commissioner. And it 
's hoped that the Deputy Commissioner will, out of kindness to the class of 
People to whose miseries his attention has been specially directed, support the 
‘ef Commissioner’s proposal. The offices, when sanctioned, should be 
‘tated at convenient places on the other side of the river. The writer would 


ill Rural Sub-Registrarships in Sylhet. 
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suggest the opening of the five following Rural Sub-Registrarships a, . 
experimental measure :— " 


(1) Baligunge in the Sudder Division. 
33 Chhatak in Sunamgunge. 
8) Sankarpasha in Habigunge. 
(4) Hingagia in Moulvi Bazar. 
(5) Ohurkhai in Karimgunge. | 
47. The same paper says that the file of the Subordinate Judge of 
An additional Subordinate Judge Sylhet being Tust how very heavy, and a lar 
wanted in Sylhet. case being soon expected to come up p 
hearing, the Assam Government should send an additional Subordinate 
Judge to Sylhet without delay. ’ 
48. A correspondent of the same paper Complains from Cachar tho 
the ministerial officers of the Local (iyi! 
Court often induce parties not to empl 
pleaders or mukhtars by promising to do every needful thing for them and 
thus receive fees that would have been otherwise paid to lawyers. A collec. 
torate amlab, too, has in this way secured a large number of clients, |} 
would not, however, be easy to catch these men red-handed. But it behoves 
them to take warning from this. 
49. The same a complains . the incompetency and in- 
ne moral character of some of the teachers 
The Nrisingha School in Cachar, = the Nrisingha School in Cachar. The on 
prietor of the school would have done better to pitchfork his protéges, not 
into the school, but into bis office. As the school receives aid from Govern- 
ment, the Educational authorities should take notice of this. 
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